Introduction
The addax (Addax nasomaculatus) is a highly endangered, medium-sized spiral-horned antelope from the deserts of north Africa. Only 200-500 animals are believed to be left in the wild (Spevak et al, 1993) . Indiscriminate hunting, habitat degradation due to overgrazing by introduced livestock, the resulting introduction of livestock diseases, and several years of drought and political unrest within their native range have all combined to push this species to the brink of extinction (Correli, 1989 ). Yet, because these animals reproduce well and are easily managed in captivity (Fischer et al, 1993) , there is real hope that a properly structured reintroduction pro¬ gramme, using as founder stock some of the more than 1700 addax in captivity worldwide (Correli, 1991) (Greth and Schwede, 1993; Spalton, 1993) .
The reproductive behaviour of addax has been studied in some detail (Manski, 1991) and data have been compiled on several reproductive parameters using captive herd records (Densmore and Kraemer, 1986) . Assisted 5a-pregnane-3,20-dione (5a-dihydroprogesterone), 7.6%; 5ß-pregnan-3a-ol-20-one (pregnanolone), 3.4%; 4-pregnen-17rx-ol-3,20-dione (17a-hydroxyprogesterone), (Fig. 2 ), yet all had previously experienced anovulatory periods. Female 5 experienced an abortion, had one non-conceptive cycle, mated and conceived again (Fig. 2a) Cycle duration from faecal progestogen analysis was 24 days for oryx (Shaw et al, 1995 
